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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR CATHOLIC FUNERALS
1. Does the Catholic Church permit cremation?

Answer: Yes.

Although cremation is now permitted by the Church, it does not enjoy the same value as

burial of the body. The Church clearly prefers and urges that the body of the deceased be
present for the funeral rites, since the presence of the human body better expresses the

values which the Church affirms in those rites. (413}

2. What should be done with cremated remains?

The cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect given to the
human body from which they come. This includes the use of a worthy vessel to contain the
ashes, the manner in which they are carried, the care and attention to appropriate
placement and transport, and the final disposition. The cremated remains should be buried
in a grave or entombed in a mausocleum or columbarium. The practice of scattering
cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the ground, or keeping cremated remains
in the home of a relative or friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the
Church requires. Whenever possible, appropriate means for recording with dignity the
memory of the deceased should be adopted, such as a plaque or stone which records the
name of the deceased. (417)

3. Can non-Catholics receive Communion at a Catholic Mass?

Answer: No.

As Catholics, we believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of our oneness in
faith, life and worship. Members of churches with whom we are not yet fully united are
therefore not ordinarily invited to participate in Holy Communion....

We welcome our fellow Christians to the celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and
sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist
will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us.
We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ's prayer for us
"that they may all be one" (IJn 17:21).

Recause Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of the
oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches [e.g., Protestants] with
whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion.
Eucharistic sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission
according to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon
844 § 4).

All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. Whiie
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace
and the unity of the human family. (USCCB Statement)

4. Can a national flag (or other insignia) be used during a Catholic funeral?
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Answer: No.

A pall may be placed over the coffin when it is received at the church, A reminder of the
baptismal garment of the deceased, the pall is a sign of the Christian dignity of the person.
The use of the pall also signifies that all are equal before God. (38)

Only Christian symbols may rest on or be placed near the coffin during the funeral liturgy.
Any other symbols, for example, national flags, or flags or insignia of associations, have no
place in the funeral liturgy. (38)

Any national flags or the flags or insignia of associations to which the deceased belonged
are to be removed from the coffin at the entrance of the church. They may be replaced after
the coffin has been taken from the church. (132)

5. Can scripture readings be replaced by non-biblical readings in a Catholic
funeral?

Answer: No.

In every celebration for the dead, the Church attaches great importance to the reading of
the word of God. The readings proclaim to the assembly the paschal mystery, teach
remembrance of the dead, convey the hope of being gathered together again in God's
kingdom, and encourage the witness of Christian life. Above all, the readings tell of God’s
designs for a world in which suffering and death will relinquish their hold on all whom God
has called his own. (22)

In the cefebration of the liturgy of the word at the funeral liturgy, the biblical readings may

not be replaced by non-biblical readings. But during prayer services with the family non-
biblical readings may be used in addition to readings from Scripture. (23)

Page 4 of 24



